In the introduction, Yamauchi discusses a number of entries from this and the further volumes as illustrations for this principle. He notes that the Dictionary is unique in attempting to trace the developments of the features of the biblical world over the centuries after the New Testament era. This is done because it "is instructive to understand how the Jewish rabbis, in following the traditions of the Pharisees, debated over the application of biblical laws in changing circumstances, and how the Church Fathers also responded to these same developments" (p. 2). The editors have chosen to concentrate on 120 subjects, not because of their prominence in the biblical text, but because of their significant roles in the Ancient World.
Each entry briefly summarises references to the subject discussed in (1) the Old Testament and (2) the New Testament, followed by (3) the Near Eastern world, primarily Mesopotamia and Egypt, with some references to Anatolia and Persia; (4) the Graeco-Roman world, from the Minoans and Mycenaeans, to Homer, and through the Hellenistic era, the Roman Republic, and the Roman Empire; (5) After a brief survey of "Periods, Ages and Dates" (pp. xxxiii-xxxvi), the volume contains the following entries: "Abortion" (pp. 5-10); "Adoption" (pp. 11-17); "Adultery" (pp. 18-26); "Age & the Aged" (pp. 27-35); "Agriculture" (pp. 36-42); "Alcoholic Beverages" (pp. 43-52); "Animal Husbandry" (pp. 53-59); "Aphrodisiacs & Erotic Spells" (pp. 60-66); "Aqueducts & Water Supply" (pp. 67-74); "Archives" (pp. 75-81); "Armies" (pp. 82-90); "Art" (pp. 91-99); "Astrology" (pp. 100-108; it is not clear why astronomy is not included in this entry or where else it will appear); "Athletics" (pp. 109-117; I looked in vain for Uta Poplutz, Athlet des Evangeliums: Eine motivgeschichtliche Studie zur Wettkampfmetaphorik bei Paulus, HBS 43, Freiburg, Basel, Wien: Herder, 2004) ; "Banks & Loans" (pp. 118-126); "Banquets" (pp. 127-125); "Barbers & Beards" (pp. 136-145); "Baths & Bathing" (pp. 146-156); "Beggars & Alms" (pp. 157-166); "Bellows & Furnaces" (pp. 167-175; cross-reference is made to a further article on metallurgy); "Birds" (pp. 176-189); " ; "Bones & Objects of Bone" (pp. 199-207); "Bottles & Glass" (pp. 208-216); "Bribery" (pp. 217-225); "Butchers & Meat" (pp. 226-235); "Calendars" (pp. 236-246); "Camels" (pp. 247-252); "Celibacy" (pp. 253-261); "Census" (pp. 262-271); "Ceramics & Pottery" (pp. 272-279); "Childbirth & Children"
